
 

Lewis Little Folks, Inc.
21000 Brookpark Road                MS LLF-1                Cleveland, Ohio 44135 March 2001

DEAR PARENTS

We are welcoming the month of March with great anticipation of things to come. 
There’s a lot of “cabin fever” in the air, and the children are anxious for spring and
to go outside as much as possible.  We’re working on plans for the upcoming
summer, which include planning for Summer Camp and designing our new
center.  Here’s what’s happening at LLF. . .

NAEYC ACCREDITATION UPDATE

I am so proud of this staff and this center! 
Everyone did an awesome job during our validation visit.  Our validator was very impressed with us,
and made several comments on how patient and kind our teachers are as they interacted with the
children.  The two days were very typical and staff and children were very relaxed. Now, we just need to
wait to hear from the NAEYC Commission on the status of Accreditation, which may take a couple
months.  

Nine of our teachers have begun their second Tri-C class to earn their CDA
(Child Development Associate).  They attend class each Thursday evening at the
DEB building, and the class is “Child Behavior and Guidance”.  The nine
teachers are:  Shelly Conrad, Natalie Clark, Janice Kundtz, Erlinda Stephens,
Cheri Pogozelski, Brie Dobrow, Anita Ranieri, Maureen Becker, and Carmella
Genaro.  Let’s cheer  them on!!

D.A.P. (Developmentally Appropriate Practice)

Each classroom has posted “Letters to Parents” in each center that is in the class.  We have also
posted these letters in the main hallway.  Please stop for a moment when you have time to read some
of this information.  It explains what each center teaches the children and gives suggestions for parents
for activities at home.  If you would like a copy of any of these, please don’t hesitate to ask the office
staff.  These letters will soon be posted on our web site.

YEAR-END TAX STATEMENTS

LLF provides these tax statements by request.  Please request
through email (Maureen.Sartain@grc.nasa.gov) if you need a year-
end tax statement and one will be provided to you in your child’s
locker, including the amount paid in child care during the 2000 year
and the Federal Tax ID number of LLF. 
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LLF RELOCATION

We just recently had our 60% review of our new
building.  Plans are developing very nicely.  The
building itself has been designed and we will now
begin working with Landscapers to develop the
playgrounds and other outdoor areas.  The current
schedule indicates that construction will begin this
summer. New drawings will be posted soon in the
main hallway and parents will be kept informed of
the progress.

PARENT REMINDERS

Please, please dress your child appropriately to
go outside on any day that will be 32 degrees or
above.  This includes hats, gloves, and boots. 
The children will be going out, and LLF is running
out of extra clothes to loan.  So, if any parent can
donate any outgrown hats, gloves, or boots to
LLF, we would love to have them.  If your child is in
underwear, we are also low on our loaner
underwear.  Please stock his/her locker with
plenty of extras!

LLF GOLF OUTING

Thank you to all parents who volunteered to work
on a committee for the golf outing.  You will be
contacted in the very near future to work on your
committee(s). 

LLF is seeking corporations or businesses to
sponsor this golf event.  A tee sign at the course
with company name and logo will be included with
sponsorship.  We are asking all unbadged
parents to ask your Employer to consider
sponsoring LLF in this event.  The sponsorship
information can be found at the web address
below, or LLF will send your company a letter. 
Please let us know if you think your company can
sponsor!

Parents, please also remember to sign up to play
golf!  This golf outing will be such a great event,
and a real benefit for LLF!  All information can be
found at our web site:

http://www.grc.nasa.gov/WWW/OHR/Childcare/golf.pdf
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THANK YOU

Thank you to Charice Williams, mother of Thomas
Williams of the Bear 2 room, for organizing and
conducting the recruiting of parents for
committees for the Golf Outing.

Thank you to Leigh Ann Piendl, mother of Natalie
Piendl in the Bear 1 room, for continuous
donations of cardboard and other art materials for
the center.

Thank you to Shelly Doehne, mother of Taylor
Doehne in the Tiger 2 room, for donating scrap
paper for the children to use in the classrooms. 

Thank you to Edie Parrott, mother of Samantha
Parrott in the Kindergarten room, for her continual
help with our web site, creating forms for us, and
for helping to organize summer camp. 

Thank you to Barb Wiedenmannott, mother of
Megan Wiedenmannott of the Tiger 3 room, for
organizing a visit of several NASA employees to
help the children learn sign language.

WE APPRECIATE ALL YOU DO FOR US!

INTERLINK AT STARTING POINT PROGRAM

LLF was recently contacted by Starting Point to
participate in a free program that they provide to
childcare centers.  Starting Point is a childcare
resource and referral agency.  The Interlink
program helps to identify children who may need
extra help in their developmental progress and it
links children and their families to Early
Intervention and Early Start services.

A Child Find Specialist is willing to come to LLF
to provide individual developmental screenings to
our children, primarily to children under 3 years
old.  So, more information and permission forms
will be placed in the lockers of all Bunnies, Ducks,
and Puppies under 3.  This program is entirely
optional, and only children with completed
permission forms from parents will be screened. 
Please turn in the permission form to your child’s
teacher by March 23, 2001 and then a date for
screenings will be set up with the Child Find
Specialist.

More information about this program will be
included with the permission forms, and you can
contact the office if you have any questions.

Parents of children over 3 years old may also
participate.  If you would like your child screened
for developmental progress, please contact the
office or email me for more information.  All
inquiries will be kept confidential.

Again, there is no charge to have your child
screened.



March 2001 Lewis Little Folks, Inc.  -  Page 4 of 8

FUNDRAISERS

We had such a positive response when we ran the last pizza fundraiser, so
we decided to do it again.  Many parents provided feedback on how great
the pizzas tasted.  Order forms were placed in all lockers.  If you need more,
please contact the office.  All checks can be made out to Lewis Little Folks
and orders are due Friday, March 23, 2001.  There is a large white box in
the main hallway marked “Fundraisers” to collect order forms.  
Thank you for supporting LLF!

  Upcoming Fundraisers

beginning April 9, 2001

Grandma Corbi’s Cookies

beginning May 7, 2001

SUMMER CAMP

We’re really getting set for summer!  This year, 
we will enroll 40 children in our camp with 4 full time
teachers.  Enrollment is for children eligible to enter
Kindergarten, First, or Second grade.  The teachers

are working on setting up field trips and swim lessons.  We plan to take swim lessons at the Brook
Park Recreation Center and some field trips may include:  bumper bowling, roller skating, Cuyahoga
Valley Scenic Railroad, Animal Protective League, movies, and much more.  They are also planning on
attending Brook Park Safety Town this year.  Information packets with all registration information will be
given to parents before the end of March, and sign up is planned for the beginning of April.  Watch for
more information!
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Bunny Room

We welcome Anna Grantier and her parents to
our room!  Happy Birthday to RJ, Shyne, Teddy

Stueber, and Adriana
Pinero.  Teddy and
Adriana are now talking
their first steps.  Timmy
Hewston is learning how to
sit up. Megan Heimann is
now eating table food. 

Parents please check your child’s clothes
container to replace with more clothes.  Please
remember to take your blankets home every
Friday.  Please take the time to look at your
child’s artwork.  The teachers work very hard to
plan these activities and help the children to
accomplish this every day.  For those who did
not bring in a family picture, please bring it in as
soon as you can.  A regular snap shot will do. 
Thank you to all the parents who contributed to
our valentines’ party.

Shelly, Natalie, Renee, Melanie

Ducklings

This month the main theme
is International.  We will be
working on “Take a trip to
Italy”, “Marching to green”,
“take a trip to Ireland”, and
“Nursery Rhymes”.  We
would like to wish a Happy
Birthday to Allison Cipalla

on the 23rd and Annika Neumann on the 25th –
Happy Birthday!!  We will be having four
children starting to nap on cots this month.  They
are Joshua Yee, Jacob Taylor, Nathan Moder
and Devin Matesic.  Welcome to the cot club!

Duck Teachers
Janice, Susan, Irene

Puppy Room

We are talking about
some exciting subjects
this month of March. 
We started off with a
construction week and
also discussed
transportation and how
we get from one place
to another.  We are also looking forward to
Fairy Tales and Dinosaurs.  The Puppy Room
will be finishing up the month with a color week. 
Each day we will be focusing on a color of the
day so be ready to wear that color to school!!  In
addition, we are encouraging your child to bring
in a stuffed animal or small toy in the color of the
day.

We also want to wish Miss Patty a Happy
Birthday on March 27th.  How old are you
Patty???

The Puppy Teachers: 
Erlinda, Donna, Patty, Cheri

Bear Room

Welcome to the month of
March.  Hopefully we will
be seeing signs of spring
soon.  While we are
waiting, we have been
very busy with many
activities in our
classroom.  In March we
have been working on our
colors and on
transportation.  Right now
we are making color
books for each child to keep and read at home. 
Our workbench has been going so extremely
well that we are asking for donations  of wood
for the children to use.  Keep bringing in the
papers for Book It; it’s great to see all of the
books the children are being reading.

Brie and Anita
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Tiger 1 and 2
Now that spring is almost here, please
check your child’s locker for the
appropriate clothing.  Please make sure
your child comes in wearing the
appropriate things such as boots,
because there is still a lot of mud
outside.

Next week is our International Week. 
We will have several guest speakers talking
about African/American, Vietnamese, Germany,
Spain, Puerto Rico, and American/Irish.  We
have a lot of fun activities planned.

We did fun things with our healthy food and
Fairy Tales weeks.  Please ask your child what
we did for these weeks.

Thank You, Linda and Maureen 

Kindergarten Field Trip Dates

March 9th – Children’s Museum
Leave at 9:00 (we have volunteers) 

May 22nd – Play “Pinocchio”

June 4th – Cleveland Zoo & Rainforest

Tiger III

The Tiger III class has been learning
American Sign Language.  What
started as a simple lesson way back in
the fall has blossomed into something
wonderful.  I can’t say enough about how
proud I am of the class.  They have
learned over 50 signs and are still

asking for more.

By the end of March we will have finished our
“Letter of the week”.  A great BIG THANK YOU
to all the parents who helped out with bringing in
a treat with the beginning sound of “the letter of
the week” that we learned that week.

The Tiger III class will take part in BOOK IT. 
Help us reach our goal of 60 minutes a week of
stories or poems.  Bring in a story or poem for
the class or you’re invited to come in and read
us your favorite story from your childhood.  The
children really enjoy having a special visit from
Mom and Dad.

In April we will learn about recycling.  Please
save and bring in coffee cans, plastic
containers (all types), lids, pop bottles,
magazines, old cards, cardboard, styrofoam,
packaging pieces, six pack rings, or anything
else you can think of.  Yesterday’s trash makes
tomorrows treasures.

Thank you
Miss Cathy

Kindergarten Reminders

No school on March 23rd, Teacher In Service.

Conferences will be March 26th and 27th

Report Cards will go home then.

Spring Break is April 13-20
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Kindergarten

Who could guess Spring is around the corner? 
The year is flying by. The Kindergarteners
continue to work hard.  We will be completing
our “Hickory Dock” book and begin “Clap Your
Hands”.  We will be Rebus Reading and
learning the following words:  cat, look, the, I,
can, big, dog, has, ran, and man.  We will
review the initial letter and sound
correspondence B, F, D, P, W. etc. and
recognizing the short vowel sounds (a, e, i, o, u). 
In Math we will be working on addition and

subtraction.

Science is an exciting
experience.  They really
enjoy our experiments
and demonstrations.  We
made a volcano erupt,
molded clay into an object

the floats, simulated action/reaction, discovered
three states of matter, made fossils, etc.  We
will continue with more experiments and study
animals in different habitats.  In Social Studies
we will examine city, state and world maps.

How about those pictures the boys and girls are
taking?  We have some budding
Photographers.  They enjoy the digital camera.

Parties, parties, parties!!  We love those
parties.  I would like to thank all the parents for
contributing to the St. Valentine’s Day Party,
100 Day Party, and all the Friday Alphabet
Parties.  Thank you so much!
Happy Birthday to Pedro Pagan – April 11th.

We would like to thank our Guest Speakers for
sharing their experience and knowledge.  Thank
you Mr. David McKissock (Space) and Mr.
Dempsey (Fire Safety).  I would also like to
thank Mrs. Crable & Elliot’s Grandma for
sending in the great Holiday Crafts.

 Thanks so much, Ms. Foster

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

LLF is currently holding Kindergarten
registration for the 2001-2002 school year.  This
registration is open to all NASA civil servants
and contractors with a child who will be 5 years
old before September 30, 2001.  This
Kindergarten can be such a convenience to
parents as well as a great start to school life for
your child.  Our Kindergarten is state-chartered,
and LLF offers a very low teacher/child ratio
providing extra individual attention to children. 
We also provide before/after school care and
daycare on the days that school is not in
session (in-service days,
Christmas and Spring
break, etc..).  There are
only 4 slots left open and
enrollment is on a first-
come, first-serve basis. 
Please contact the office
for registration
information.

We will soon be planning a Kindergarten “Open
House” for any parents still interested in
enrollment.  This will be open to all current
parents and any NASA Civil Servants or
contractors and will be an opportunity to have
any registration questions answered and to
register while there.  The date and time will be
announced soon.  Please let any co-workers
with children eligible for Kindergarten know
about our school.  We are also seeking a few
current Kindergarten parents to attend this open
house to give a parents’ perspective on our
Kindergarten program to any interested
parents.  Please contact the office if you can
help.

A separate “Open House” will be held at a later
date for parents of children enrolled in the
upcoming Kindergarten.  At this open house,
parents can meet the teacher, will receive the
curriculum, and will be given a list of any needed
supplies for the school year.
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KITCHEN NEWS

The Spring/Summer menu will begin on April 16th.  I have taken advantage of the
availability of fresh fruits during the upcoming seasons.  We will have apples,
oranges, blueberries, strawberries, nectarines, pears, bananas, peaches and
watermelon.

As always, I have chosen a variety of meals including turkey, chicken, veal, beef,
pork and cheese.

Parents are always welcome to join their child(ren) for lunch.  As a courtesy, I ask that you notify either
the classroom teacher or myself the morning of so there are ample servings.

March is national nutrition month.  I have posted a few copies of the food pyramid throughout the
building.  Take a few moments to glance over one and see if you are meeting the recommended
required amounts.  At least one third are provided through LLF’s breakfast, lunch and snack.

Thank you, Linda Ryan

     Have a Happy St. Patrick’s Day and a Happy Easter.

If I found a Leprechaun I would:

                         “Let him go” – Jacob “Watch him” – Kevin                                   

“Take him on a boat ride”  Chris “Ask him to make gold” – Samantha        

“Take his money out of his pocket” – Ben

“Put in my house and keep forever” – Henry

“Put him in a box and take his gold” – Elliot

“Keep him for good luck” – Char-dell

“Squeeze him by his hand & get his magic on me” – Pedro

“Ask him for chocolate coins” – Kaitlin

“Grab him and ask him where the gold is and get chocolate money” – Joe


